Selected Agencies, Organizations and Institutions that Provide Entrepreneurial Support

	Level
	Name
	Description
	Website



	Federal


	U.S. Department of

Agriculture -Rural

Development


	The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development office operates small business financing programs targeted at rural entrepreneurs and business owners, with an emphasis on retaining and creating jobs in rural Tennessee.


	http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tn/


	
	U.S. Department of

Agriculture -Farm Service Agency


	FSA in Tennessee administers farms loans, farm programs, conservation and stewardship incentives, disaster assistance and food aid across the country and around the world. FSA works to help beginning farmers with the many challenges they face, and we support youth-centered agricultural programs.


	http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tn/


	
	U.S. Minority Business Development Agency


	MBDA is an entrepreneurially focused and innovative organization committed to wealth creation in minority communities. The Agency's mission is to actively promote the growth and competitiveness of large, medium and small minority business enterprises. MBDA actively coordinates and leverages public and private-sector resources that facilitate strategic alliances in support of its mission


	http://www.mbda.gov/


	
	U.S. Small Business

Administration


	The SBA provides a number of financial assistance programs for small business, including 7(a), 504, disaster assistance loan, Community Express and Patriot Express loans. In addition to loans, the SBA operates the 8(a) development program to socially and economically disadvantaged firms; a Small Disadvantaged Business certification program; Small Business Innovation Research and Small Business Technology Transfer program assistance and exporting assistance. Comprehensive tools for entrepreneur development and planning are available online.


	http://www.sba.gov 
 http://www.sba.gov/tn


	
	Tennessee Valley

Authority


	The Tennessee Valley Authority is a federal corporation and the nation's largest public power company. The TVA has three areas of responsibility: energy, environment, and economic development. The TVA supports small, disadvantaged, minority, and women-owned firms and targeted commercial sector businesses through strategic partnerships, outreach activities, networks, electronic tools, and business assistance.


	http://www.tva.com


	State
	Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development – Business Enterprise Resource Office


	BERO provides technical, financial and management information assistance to small, minority and women owned businesses. BERO focuses on four main areas of development to achieve its mission: providing technical assistance (business planning, licensing, certification, financial assistance, expansion assistance and other special needs), assisting with procurement opportunities, driving manufacturing initiatives and creating export opportunities.


	http://ecd.state.tn.us/bero/


	
	Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development -Community

Development Division - Three Star Program


	The Three-Star Program is designed as a road map to assist local communities in their effort to achieve excellence in community and economic development. Participating communities are guided through a comprehensive plan of essential criteria developed by local economic development professionals and a cooperative collaboration of various state agencies. Entrepreneurial Development at the community level is a key component of the "Economic Development" section of the plan.


	http://www.state.tn.us/ecd/3star.htm 

http://www.state.tn.us/ecd/pdf/3Star_07.pdf


	
	Tennessee Department of Agriculture - Market

Development Division


	The Market Development Division (MDD) is the agricultural industry development and marketing arm of the Tennessee Department of Agriculture (TDA). TDA's primary focus is to work with farmers, agribusinesses, commodity organizations and consumers. The Division works closely with the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, the UT Institute of Agriculture, the UT Center for Profitable Agriculture, and federal agencies and commodity groups. Programs reflect the diversity of Tennessee agriculture and the changing marketplace.
	http://www.tennessee.gov/agriculture/marketing/index.html


	
	Governor's Office of

Diversity Business

Enterprise


	The Governor's Office of Diversity Business Enterprise is the central point of contact to attract, direct, and support minority, women and small businesses. The goal of this office is to increase procurement opportunities for small, minority, and women owned businesses.


	http://www.tennessee.gov/businessopp/


	
	Tennessee Department of Transportation


	The Tennessee Department of Transportation has a Small Business Development Program. Its primary goal is to increase the number of minority and female businesses in the highway and bridge construction industry. It provides quality technical assistance, resources, and guidance.


	http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/civil-rights/smallbusiness/


	
	Tennessee Small Business Development Center

	The TSBDC provides no cost one-on-one counseling and low cost educational workshops to start-up and existing business owners. Business counseling is offered in the areas of financial management, marketing, human resources, operations, and information technology. Workshops topics include "nuts and bolts" for starting a business, market research, writing a business plan, understanding financials, legal issues, marketing, selling, patents & copyrights, new product development, and accessing financing.


	State: http://www.tsbdc.org
 Gallatin: http://www.volstate.edu/TSBDC/ 

	
	Tennessee Technology

Development Corporation


	TTDC is a private, 501(c)(3) corporation created by State Legislature in 1998 and tasked with implementing an innovation-based economic development agenda throughout the state. Currently, the TTDC is actively engaged in three areas via three emerging initiatives: research and development through the Tennessee Strategic Research Board; entrepreneurial environment through the Tennessee Entrepreneurship Network and venture capital formation though the Tennessee Capital Formation Board.


	http://www.tntechnology.org/


	Regional and Local
	Regional Tennessee Development Districts


	Nine development districts were established by the Tennessee General assembly under the Tennessee Development District Act of 1965. Though each is an individual entity, the districts work regionally in wide variety of ways that support small business and entrepreneur development in addition to conducting community-level development projects and programs.  Regional SCORE Sponsored by the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE offers management counseling for small business. The wide range of expertise of SCORE members, all retired executives and business owners, allows for matching SCORE members with client needs. SCORE works confidentially with existing businesses to analyze problems and help find solutions. SCORE also conducts seminars and workshops with special emphasis on small business start-up.


	National: http://www.score.org/index.html 

Nashville: http://www.scorenashville.org/ 



	
	Mind2Marketplace
	A consortium of academic professionals, businesspeople, PreK-12 educators, Chambers of Commerce and government, formed in 2006, to bring technology-based ideas and concepts forward to be developed, tested and introduced to the marketplace, all in order to create jobs and expand economic development in a 40-county region in Middle Tennessee.


	http://www.mind2marketplace.com 



	
	Local/Regional/State

Chambers of Commerce and local Economic Development

Organizations


	Whether based on geography, ancestry or gender, there are over one hundred Chambers of Commerce and local economic development organizations across Tennessee. Though each varies in size and capacity, these organizations are dedicated to championing their 'community' and fostering the success of their members typically through networking, education and training.


	Gallatin Chamber of Commerce: http://www.gallatintn.org/ 
Tennessee Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.tnchamber.org/ 
Gallatin Economic Development Agency: http://www.gallatintn-eda.com/ 



	
	The Kauffman Foundation
	Often referred to as one of the largest foundations in the United States and as the world’s largest foundation devoted to entrepreneurship, the Kauffman Foundation is working to further understand the phenomenon of entrepreneurship, to advance entrepreneurship education and training efforts, to promote entrepreneurship-friendly policies, and to better facilitate the commercialization of new technologies by entrepreneurs.


	http://www.kauffman.org/

	Colleges

and

Universities


	University of Tennessee

(UT)


	"The University of Tennessee serves the people of Tennessee and beyond through: providing access to and success in undergraduate, graduate, and professional education; pursuing research and scholarly achievement and its associated economic development; and ensuring educational outreach and ensuring preparedness for the global marketplace.


	http://www.tennessee.edu/ 


	
	Middle Tennessee State University
	The Entrepreneurship Program at MTSU integrates professional areas from throughout the Jennings A. Jones College of Business. Areas of study include communications, marketing, management, economics, finance, accounting, information systems, and research.


	http://frank.mtsu.edu/~entre/

	
	Center for Entrepreneurship at Belmont University
	The Center for Entrepreneurship is designed to prepare those students who believe that they will want to pursue an entrepreneurial career. Named as one of the Top 10 schools in the nation with an emphasis in Entrepreneurship by Entrepreneur Magazine and one of the Top 25 Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Programs in the country by the Princeton Review.


	http://www.belmont.edu/business/entrepreneurship/index.html

	
	University of Tennessee Institute for Public Service


	IPS helps companies, entrepreneurs, organizations, and cities and counties across the state access university expertise, resources and intellectual assets to help advance the economic well being of Tennessee and create and retain quality job opportunities.
	http://www.ips.tennessee.edu 


	
	UT Extension / TSU

Cooperative Extension


	The University of Tennessee Extension is an off-campus division of the UT Institute of Agriculture. It is a statewide educational organization, funded by federal, state and local governments, that brings research-based information about agriculture, family and consumer sciences, and resource development to the people of Tennessee where they live and work. Similarly, the TSU Cooperative Extension Program is committed to helping educate limited resource urban and rural families, small farmers, individuals, and other groups and organizations within the rural and urban communities


	UT Extension:  http://www.utextension.utk.edu/
TSU Cooperative Extension:  http://www.tnstate.edu/cep/ 


	
	UT Extension  Center for Profitable Agriculture


	The Center is a partnership between the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation and The University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture. The Center is committed to the mission of increasing the value of Tennessee's economy through new, expanded and improved processing and marketing of agricultural, aquacultural and forestry products in Tennessee.


	http://cpa.utk.edu/default.htm 


	
	UT Law School – Clayton Center for Entrepreneurial Law


	The Clayton Center for Entrepreneurial Law seeks to improve the training of business lawyers in both transactional and litigation practices through the College of Law curriculum and Concentration in Business Transactions, faculty and student scholarship, and presentations for the business bar and community both regionally and nationwide.


	http://www.law.utk.edu/ccel/ 



